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spiritual glue that
+ neighbors, block elubs,

~ Stone walls, iron bars

We can’t simply lock up poverty and crime

By John L. MeXnight

F'E 9 he United States now locks up & larger

portion of ita people than any other nation,
according to a new Justice Department

¥  report. This representad 848,88 people In
«hs  1933—moyw than triple the number

imprisoned in 1880. But In spite of this nation's

‘redical imprisonment policles, public officials

across the United States are poised to stiffan
pennitiea for dozens of crimes and provide biliions
of edditlonal dollars for prison construction,

" The problem is that no matter how many fails we
hulld and how many years we lock people ugp, the
criminal justice system cannot solye the system
failures that lead to erime.

" _This is because our incarceration rate is largely
fatlure of four great public systems
last century to provide a
safety net for the most vulnerable and
disadvantaged. Degigned to ensurs s productiva -
soctety, the aystema include public schools, the
program of welfare benefits, public housing and

Y various job training end employment programs.

- Undoubtedly many Americans have benefited

%, ﬁm thase systams, but over the years the gafety net

become counterproductive, It is
‘niserably to keep the least arlvantaged within the
preductive boundsries of society and has
increasingly created effects that are the opposite of
its intentions. Neighborhoods that have traditionally
been stepping stonss to the center of socisty are
much more itkely to laad to crims than to
prosperity.

than 60 percent of afl low income program dollars

'} went to service, commodity and housing providers,
. and the remaining deollars
- that actually represented
. Instead of helping poor peaple to move out of
“poverty, the well-intentioned servipe systemns have
" turred neighbarhood residents into dependent
- tHents caught up in &

provided meager incames
legislated poverty.

frustrating cycls of survival
The wuman services largely have replaced the
fuditionally held these
neighborhoods together—family, relatives, .
Ane opore Utok ch neighbori};massociamm
¢h es. In the process, ne rs began to
‘understand that their well-being was related to

* Bervices recelved rather than the Broduct of their
" erestive capacity.

But the ruman sarvice system has not fixad
enough Hves to make naighborhoods proguctive,
Nor hes it fixed the fafling primary public systems
has further
entangled the web of hopelessness that engulfs poor
nelghborhoods,

The eroslon of ecanomie opportunity ang the
mﬂemm of !%cal corg;nung.iw are key to
un tanding how such we -meaning plans to help
the poor went awry. The safety net of human

. wmwasdeslmedtnemmncemesetwupnwy

FeSOUrcHs,

But the neighborhood economy began 1o dissolve
88 industrial systems closed down and moved ont.

-that their well-being

ﬂwbwmuwﬁoulwga@hmew
the spirftual glue that traditionally held
ﬁmnﬂghburhoodshgeﬂw—funﬂy.
relatives, neighbors, block clubs,
neighborhood associations and churches, In
the process, neighbors began to understand
was related t0 services
recaived rather than the product of their
creative capacity. But the human service
systam has not fixed cnough fives to maks
neighborhoods productive.

They were repiaced by high-ech and service
Industries that were largely located in suburbg and
not within easy reach of inner-city residents, Far
from being stepping stones to productive Hves, those
Jobg that remained were low paying and desd end
Residents of these communities are normat pegple
frepped it an abnormal world. As they seek
survival in the hopelesa spuces aveiiable,

ventures and initlatives—as many of us would, And
they despalr and retreat into addictions—as many
of us would,

The House and Senate crime bills certainly are
not the answor to our falled public systems, Rather,
policy makers need to concentyate en the conditions
that lock people In such sbnormai environmsnts.

1f we are to restore the stepping stones fram low-
income neighbarhoods fnto the center of saciaty,
there must be a relentless focus upon Initiatives that
and jobs and a new commitment
to enhancing the nowers of loeal community
assoclations, churches ang netghborhood
organlzations as the principal agents of support angd
prablem solving,

To achieve this end, all public grograms should be
tesied againat these two policy questions:

L. Does the public investment increase the
or the sconomic
income? [

2. Does the publie investment support the local
communitly angd s organizations and agsoelationsa
tz do the basic work that needs i be done?

To act on these principles will reguire hard
cholves, We are a soriety <oming to grips with the
recognition that our resources sre Hmited. We
cannot invest in growing humen services end
correctional aysterns while increasing investmenta
in economy and community.

Indeed, if we keep Investing in falled services and
correctional systems, the economic and community
Stepping stonas 1o a viable society will vanish under
the rising tide of hopelessness,

regenerate income

income
opportunity of the persen of low
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