Opens Doors
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Abundant Community

Rediscover your neighb

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO FOLLOW A
simple process to help build the
strength of your community. Basically,
the process is conmecting individuals to
individuals. As the effort grows, you
can conmect two peaple and begin a
common interest club, a local market-
place for barter exchange, a group car-
ing for those on the margin, a health
support group, or a safe neighborhood
campaign, This is how associations begin.

Or, you can connect to an existing
¢lub, group, or association, For exam-
ple, if there are six people who want to
learn how ta garden, by putting them
together, you broaden the assoctation
so that they are becoming more active
in creating a better neighborhood.

You can also link assoctation to asso-
ciation. For example, you can say to the
gardening club that there is an environ-

mental club here. Do you think the gar-

dening club would meet with the
environmental club to preserve the
neighborhood and its beauty? Or can
you connect the gardening club with
people who like to cook?

Qut of all these efforts, you will find
there are some who enjoy connecting
and you can invite them to add people
to the Connections you are creating,

Here's how you can find your way
into the heart of your community:

Go with someone else, Invite some-
one you know in the neighborhood who
will join you, Better yet if they’re already
good at meefing strangers. The shift in
the function of the family and the com-
petence of the community really begins
with this first invitation. We might even
say that the transformation has
occurred the moment we ask another to
join us in creating a communig:.

Focus on gifts. Experience shows
that people will be flattered by your

interest in their gifts. People are waiting

to be asked to contribute if what you
want to ask for is something they want
to do, something they are interested in
doing. You are going to find that it is
fun and fulfilling when you talk to
your neighbors about their gifts. The
are waiting for you because nobody has
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orhood gifts.
asked before, You are contributing to

X the community by enabling the com-

munity to give its gifts.
Practice. Rehearse the conversation

" with the partner you have recruited to
~ join you. Practice what you might say

as you knock on the door of a neighbor.
Is there anything you'd like to learn

~ about? Could you tell nte about the

clubs or groups to which you belong?
Start small. We suggest you start

Dan’t begin by cailing a meeting, Begirs

- with meeting people door to door. It is

more personal and you'll learn more.

ing to five people, sit with your partner
and review everything you learned
about the first person you interviewed.

* List the possibilities you see for con-

necting that person’s gifts and interests
with other people in the neighbar-
hood, including youth. Do you know

. people with an interest in gardening?

Would any of the people you inter-

- viewed like to learn about gardening?

Who would teach about gardening?

Keep going. Do the same for the
ather four people. If no connection
appears, keep interviewing until a
match occurs.

Make connections, Decide how the
two of you are going to cotmect the
gifts of one of these people. How will
we introduce one of the people we

" interviewed fo another person or two
- who could usefully receive their gifts?

Review and refiect. Discuss with
your partner what you are learning
about inviting others, seeking their
gifts, connecting those in the neighbor-
hood. What works?

This process enhances the commu-
nity building efforts that already exist,
like block parties, clean-ups, picnics.
These are social events, and now what

- by collecting
" ing a means
 offered to their neighbors. This process

" Koehfer). Visit wunp.b
 ACTION; Serve in your neiglborhodc

we seek is to build deeper relationships
ple’s gifts and provid-
rough which they can be

can retum power to the family, neigh-

_ borhood, and community.

When a Village Raises a Child

In every neighborhood, the issue that
all can come together around is a con-
cern for the next generation. This is the

- primary function of the village. The
. queston that begins to construct a vil-

lage is, what does each person in the

. neighborhoed have to gffer? How can the

adults, with their skills and knowledge,
be connected to the young people? And

- how can the gifts and interests of young
by talking to five people, one ata time. -

people be connected to adults?
We asked a group of neighbors what

~ they’d do (or are doing) to care for the
. mext generation. Here are their answers:
Consider the possibilities. After talk-

» First, we have to know the children.
We have to decide to know the names

- of each child in the neighborhood.

*» Second, we have to know the parents

. of the children who are around us. The

children in most neighborhoods are bet-

. ter organized and connected than the

adults. We have to catch up with them.
 Third, we have to know that each

% adult has a gift or passion that can be
- connected to young people.

» Fourth, we need to know what each

. child knows, cares about, and wants to
. learn about or teach others.

» Fifth, our goal is to have each child

;. know what they are good at. This
. becomes a collective purpose of the

family and neighbors.
Now, all we need is neighbors who

- are willing to make the connections,
You are one of those neighbors,

The consumter society is designed for-

. dissatisfaction. Organizations and sys--
" tems have limitations that result from -

their devotion to scale and replicability
and their uneasiness with all that is pér-
sonal. This is a way for families and
neighbors together to create that part of

- life that systems can never provide. And

this life is created from the abundance
of our gifts, the expansion of cur associ-
ations, and our willingness to extend.an

. invitation to those we have notknown, °

The word that embraces all of this is

. love. A great community creates condi-
. tions where people can fall in love. It is
. a place where we can make a fuss about

one another. A place where we can ask,
“How did I ever live without you?” vk -
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