
PROFESSIONAL LICENSURES 
AND CERTIFICATIONS IN 
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Professionals in the financial services industry often earn specific licensures 
to demonstrate their expertise, comply with regulations, and provide 
specific services to clients. The licensures required vary based on the role, 
responsibilities, and the specific area of financial services. Here are some of 
the common licensures in the financial services industry:

Series 7 License (General Securities Representative): This license is 
required for individuals who want to sell securities products, including stocks, bonds, 
and mutual funds, for a registered broker-dealer.*

Series 63 License (Uniform Securities Agent State Law): This license 
is often required for individuals who want to solicit orders for securities transactions 
within a specific state. It’s commonly required in addition to the Series 7 license.*

Series 65 License (Uniform Investment Adviser Law): This license is 
required for individuals who provide investment advice on a fee basis. It’s typically 
necessary for financial advisors and investment consultants.

Series 66 License (Uniform Combined State Law): This license is a 
combination of the Series 63 and Series 65 licenses. It allows individuals to act as both 
securities agents and investment advisors.

Certified Financial Planner (CFP) Certification: The CFP certification is 
a widely recognized credential for financial planners. It demonstrates proficiency in 
areas like financial planning, retirement planning, investments, and estate planning.*

Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) Designation: This is a globally 
recognized credential for investment professionals. It covers a wide range of investment 
topics, including ethics, quantitative methods, economics, and portfolio management.



Certified Public Accountant (CPA) License: While often associated 
with accounting, CPAs can also play roles in financial services. They can provide tax 
advice, financial planning, and other financial services.

Certified Investment Management Analyst (CIMA) Certification: 
This certification is focused on investment management and is commonly pursued by 
professionals involved in portfolio management and investment advisory services.

Chartered Life Underwriter (CLU) Designation: This designation is 
specific to insurance professionals and focuses on life insurance, estate planning, 
and related topics.

Financial Risk Manager (FRM) Certification: Geared toward risk 
management professionals, this certification covers areas like market risk, credit 
risk, and operational risk.

Insurance Licenses: Insurance professionals often need specific licenses to sell 
insurance products. These licenses can vary by state and the type of insurance being 
sold.

Real Estate Licenses: Professionals in real estate and real estate finance may 
need licenses to buy, sell, or finance properties.*

It’s important to note that the requirements for 
obtaining and maintaining these licensures can 
vary by jurisdiction and may change over time. 
Students interested in the financial services 
industry should research the specific licensure 
requirements applicable to their role and 
location, and ensure they stay up-to-date with 
any changes or updates to those requirements.

* Students can begin working 
toward these designations while 
still in college via internships or 
online courses.


