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positioning strategies designed to enhance
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be compounded by institutional retention
practices especially when they are driven by
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Colleges know very well that one of the most
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How this plays out politically following the
presidential election remains to be seen. While
the present government is unlikely to embrace
redistributive social and economic policies, it has
to be said that the above trends span both
Democratic and Republican administrations.
What does seem all but inevitable for the
foreseeable future is a higher education system
unable or even disinterested in resolving its
appetite for prestige on the one hand with
growing public interest concerns about student
access and equity on the other.

