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Lincoln Park’s best neighbor, Dan O’Donnell, dead at 80
By Patrick Butler

Keith O’Reilly whose carefree
summer in Chicago ended in
tragedy when he decided to dive
in for a swim while watching the
sunrise over Lake Michigan after
a night out. He died after severely
injuring his head and spine diving
off the North Ave. pier.
“He negotiated the medical
cost down [for O’Reilly and the
young girl] to practically nothing
and provided other support for the
families,” Steele said. That young
girl has grown up to be a heathy
young adult today.
When the Katrina hurricane
struck, O’Donnell rallied his
neighbors and friends to send
semi-truck loads of food, supplies
and clothing to the stricken. That
done, he turned to other needs,
raising up to $15,000 for local
food pantries, Steele said.

On March 13, 2013, O’Donnell
was honored by the Irish Immigrant Support Group and 300
well-wishers at Gaelic Park on
the South Side, and in Feb. 2020
he was awarded by the The Ireland Network of Chicago for his
work with Irish students.
Some of his nearby neighbors
may not have met him, but in Ireland he was a legend. If not for the
pandemic travel ban, Aer Lingus
may have had to add extra flights
to Chicago to get the mourners to
his funeral.
As early as five years ago,
friends were suggesting the Irish
J-1 program would only grow
larger and that he needed more
help. The program still needs a
helping hand. O’Donnell won’t
be there to help out this summer,
but his son Brian will be taking
over that duty. Volunteers are
welcome, any takers?
He is survived by his wife
Kathleen, daughter Erin, sons
Kevin and Brian, their spouses
and bunches of grandkids and
neighbors whose lives were all
enhanced by their proximity to
the best neighbor in the ‘hood.
They will all miss him dearly.
Services were held Jan. 27.
Contributions may be made to
the Kiwanis Club of Lakeview,
and sent care of Armitage Hardware Direct, 925 W. Armitage,
Chicago, IL 60614. All donations
will be given to the local charities
and organizations that O’Donnell
held dear.
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